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ISLE OF PALMS POLICE DEPARTMENT

THOMAS E. BUCKHANNON, I
CHIEF OF POLICE

1207 PALM BOULEVARD
POST OFFICE DRAWER 508
ISLE OF PALMS. SOUTH CAROLINA 2945}
(843) 886-6522 FAX (843) 886-8005

To:  MAYOR CRONIN, CITY COUNCIL, and ADMINISTRATOR TUCKER
From: CHIEF BUCKHANNON

Subj.:. MONTHLY REPORT for MAY 2009

Date: JUNE 2, 2009

The following is a synopsis of some of the activities of the Isle of Palms Police
Department during the month of May 2009.

Patrol

May 2, 2009 A citizen reported a domestic dispute on Ocean Boulevard in the business
district and advised that the female half of the altercation left the area in a vehicle
heading toward the Connector. Officers investigated and made the determination that the
dispute was verbal in nature requiring no further action by police.

May 2, 2009 Police responded to a Carolina Boulevard residence where a dispute had
been reported. Officers separated the two parties involved and made arrangements for a
guest in the residence to take a taxi to a Mount Pleasant hotel for the rest of the evening.

May 2, 2009 An officer recognized a male subject at a local convenience store as a
person he knew that the police department had an outstanding Arrest Warrant for. The
officer made contact with the subject and confirmed that he had an active Arrest Warrant
for Petit Larceny. He was taken into custody and also charged with 2 counts of NRVC for
two unpaid traffic tickets.

May 3, 2009 A boyfriend reported to police that his girlfriend had sent him several
alarming text messages from her cell phone giving indications that she wanted to end her
life. Police and fire personnel searched the beach area with negative results. Later in the
day the boyfriend made contact and brought her to the fire station on JC Long Boulevard.
The girlfriend refused to be evaluated, but due to the serious content of the messages sent
by her, a police officer took her into Emergency Protective Custody. She was transported
by EMS for a psychiatric evaluation.



May 4, 2009 An officer responded to a fire reported on the second floor at Port O’ Call
in Wild Dunes. The officer assisted in evacuating two floors of occupants then provided
traffic and crowd control until the fire department departed the scene.

May 5, 2009 Officers responded to a residence on 56™ Avenue for a medical assistance
call to the fire department. A male subject present had visible lacerations to his neck and
forearm. Due to his bizarre explanation to the cause of his injuries, and actions exhibited
in the presence police, fire and EMS personnel, he was taken into Emergency Protective
Custody, and transported to a local hospital for psychiatric evaluation.

May 6, 2009 A couple walking on the beach between 23" and 24™ Avenue reported an
unconscious female subject lying in the dunes, with a pill bottle and alcoholic beverage
next to her. Responding officers spoke to the subject and determined that she intended to
end her life and placed her into Emergency Protective Custody. She was transported to
MUSC for a psychiatric evaluation.

May 7,2009 A visitor form North Augusta, Georgia reported numerous fraudulent
credit card charges on her credit card, totaling almost $1,500. The victim stated that she
believed a waitress at a front beach restaurant is responsible. The victim provided all
necessary bank statements and an Investigator has been assigned the case.

May 7,2009 Officers responded to a residence on Palm Boulevard regarding a domestic
dispute between a mother and her teenage daughter. The mother allegedly assaulted the
daughter by pulling her hair, pushing her down and choking her for playing a computer
game. The mother also had a swollen eye and some bruises. The daughter was brought to
police headquarters where fire department and EMS personnel treated her. Due to the
appearance of mutual combat, and for the safety of the daughter she was taken into
Emergency Protective Custody and later to the custody of the Department of Social
Services. During the investigation an Arrest Warrant for the mother was located from the
state of Colorado, but extradition from South Carolina was refused.

May 7, 2009 A Sullivan’s Island police officer requested that a Datamaster certified
officer operate the Datamaster machine for a subject that he had in custody, suspected of
DUIL The officer activated the equipment and after the twenty- minute observation period
the subject refused to provide a sample.

May 8, 2009 A Goose Creek Police Department Investigator requested that we go to a
residence on the Isle of Palms where a person that was wanted by their agency was
suspected of living. Once the Arrest Warrant was verified officers went to the 25™
Avenue residence, located the suspect and placed him under arrest. He was later turned
over to the custody of the Goose Creek officer.

May 9, 2009 Officers responded to a Forest Trail residence where a domestic dispute
had been reported. The dispatcher reported hearing glass breaking in the background
while speaking to the male complainant. Responding officers determined that an injury to
the female subject was self- inflicted. She refused medical treatment from fire department



and EMS personnel. The male subject was allowed to leave the residence to avoid further
incident.

May 11, 2009 Officers responded to a residence on 24™ Avenue where a citizen reported
a possible break-in in progress. The responding officers encountered a female subject at
the residence attempting to remove items from the home. It was determined that her
estranged husband has sole control of the home as indicated in a court order. The female
subject was escorted from the property without further incident.

May 11,2009 A Sullivan’s Island police officer requested assistance with a combative
female subject, who was attempting to kick out the windows of his patrol vehicle. The
subject was treated for lacerations to her knee and arm. The suspect was then transported
to the Detention Center.

May 16, 2009 A resident of Sand Dollar Drive reported that someone had entered his
garage area and stole almost $7,000 worth of personal items from his vehicle. The
suspect apparently made several purchases with some of the victim’s credit cards in
North Charleston, which resulted in the suspect being identified. Several other auto
break-ins were reported around the Isle of Palms and it is believed that the suspect
identified is also responsible for those. An Investigator has been assigned the case and
has already obtained six Arrest Warrants for the suspect.

May 18, 2009 Officers met a female subject in a parking lot on 41* Avenue after she
reported being assaulted by her husband in the vehicle while she was driving to work.
The husband fled the scene prior to the arrival of officers and officers were unable to

locate him. A Detective responded to the scene to obtain a written statement from the
victim. The Investigator prepared an Arrest Warrant for Criminal Domestic Violence,
which was immediately signed by a judge.

May 19, 2009 The North Charleston Police Department notified this agency that they had
a person stopped that had three outstanding Arrest Warrants from the Isle of Palms Police
Department. An officer went to North Charleston to assume custody of the subject, who
was arrested for an April 16, 2009 incident on Ocean Boulevard. The subject was charged
with Lynching 2™ degree, Malicious Damage to Property, and Petit Larceny, and
transported to the Detention Center.

May 21, 2009 A contractor returning to his Hartnett Boulevard jobsite reported that his
utility trailer containing all of his tools for the job was gone from the rear of the
residence. He stated that the trailer was locked with a tongue lock the previous evening
before leaving the site. The victim is in the process of providing the serial numbers of his
tools in an attempt to identify them if they are recovered.

May 22, 2009 Just before 5 A.M., fire department and police personnel responded to a
vehicle fire of a vehicle parked in front of a residence on Charleston Boulevard. Visitors
to the island had the car packed for their return trip home in the morning. The vehicle, a
2007 Audi SUV and its contents were a total loss.



May 23, 2009 Officers responded to the area of Palm Boulevard and 20™ Avenue, where
an accident had been reported. Officers encountered an overturned SUV lying on its roof.
Two female subjects who had been in the vehicle were located and evaluated for injuries.
The driver stated that she hit a curb then hydroplaned on the wet road then overcorrected
the steering wheel causing the vehicle to turn over. Since the driver had a strong odor of
alcohol, she was administered several Field Sobriety Tests, then transported to
headquarters for a Datamaster Test, where she registered a .12% level of alcohol. Due to
the driver’s age, she was cited for Zero Tolerance and Reckless Driving then released to

the custody of her parents.

May 24, 2009 Officers responded just before midnight to a Twin Oaks Lane residence,
where a Burglary in progress had been reported. The suspect was immediately located
and taken into custody. The occupant of the residence stated that after hearing noises
under his house he investigated and encountered a shirtless male subject outside, who
appeared to be a teenager. The owner of the residence ran inside to dial 911 and locked
the door, since the suspect had come up onto his porch and was attempting to make entry
to his rear door. The owner then observed the suspect enter his unlocked vehicle parked
in his driveway and look around inside. The suspect appeared to be severely intoxicated
and was transported to headquarters and provided a Non-Complied Consent Datamaster
Test, which registered a .24% level of alcohol. Due to his alcohol level, the fifteen year
old was transported to East Cooper Hospital and released to the custody of his mother. He
was charged with Public Intoxication, and Malicious Damage to Real Property, which
will be heard in Family Court.

May 25, 2009 A Beach Services Officer on foot observed a vehicle parked on Ocean
Boulevard with a small dog locked inside. The windows were slightly ajar, but the dog
appeared to be having trouble breathing and no water was available in the vehicle. The
dog was retrieved from the vehicle by an officer and lodged in the kennel. Once the
owner of the vehicle returned to her vehicle she was advised and cited for Ill Treatment
of an Animal and allowed to claim her dog from the kennel.

May 30, 2009 Officers responded to a Hartnett Boulevard residence to check on the
welfare of an alleged victim of domestic violence. The officers met with the victim, who
stated that he had been continually assaulted throughout the entire day, which resulted in
him moving into a spare bedroom. The victim stated that while he was sleeping his
girlfriend entered the room and again assaulted him and threatened to kill him with a
knife. The suspect was located two blocks away and taken into custody charged with
Criminal Domestic Violence.

Personnel/Community Relations

May 2, 2009 PFC Ambas and Thompson, along with TCO Voigt held the Isle of Palms
Recreation Department 5™ Annual Bike Rodeo.

May 5, 2009 PFC Baldrick, Ptl’s. McElroy and Dawson received a Letter of
Appreciation from a woman who recently had her car, with all of her vacation



belongings, stolen from the front beach. She noted the officer’s professionalism and
quick action in handling her situation and keeping her from feeling like a victim.

May 8, 2009 Ptl. Wesley Funsch graduated from the South Carolina Criminal Justice
Academy and was awarded the JP Strom Award for being first in his police academy
class. Chief Buckhannon was the guest speaker for the graduation ceremony. On behalf
of the entire police department and the City of Isle Palms, Chief Buckhannon awarded
Ptl. Funsch an engraved watch for his accomplishment.

May 11, 2009 Sgt. Usry received a letter of appreciation from a citizen she assisted
whose truck was broken down on the Connector.

May 12, 2009 At the request of an officer of the Tri-County Fraternal Order of Police,
Sgt. Ryan played the Great Highland Bagpipe at the Law Enforcement Memorial in
North Charleston for Police Memorial Day.

May 19, 2009 ACO John Keelan received a letter of appreciation for assisting a citizen
who had purchased an engraved brick and was unable to locate it. ACO Keelan located it
and provided the citizen with a mapped location of her brick.

May 28, 2009 Detective Sgt. Dawn Caldwell and Detective Diane Tarr received joint
Police Officer of the Year award presented by the Exchange Club at their annual awards
dinner. They were recognized for their work in solving more than eighty residential
burglaries.

May 29, 2009 Ptl. Audra Seabrook graduated from the South Carolina Criminal Justice
Academy. Sgt. J. Ryan played the Great Highland Bagpipe for the graduation ceremony.

May 31, 2009 For the month of May, officers discovered two businesses and five homes
with open or unsecured doors. A total of forty-eight Victim of Crime Forms were issued
to business or property owners for various violations noted, or to advise them that an
officer checked their business during the night while on patrol.



Isle of Palms Police D n
TO: LT. WRIGHT
FROM: TRACY MIZE
SUBJECT: TELECOMMUNICATIONS MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT
DATE: 6/8/2009

During the month of May 2009, the Telecommunications Office received and dispatched 4901 calls for
service to the four (4) public safety agencies of Isle of Palms and Sullivan's Island, and the National Park
Service. The following is a breakdown of activity by department.

IOPPD IOPFD SIPD | SIFD NPS [ TOTALS |
May-09 3,557 86 1,228 30 0 4,901
May-08 3,855 94 847 17 0| 4813
Percentage Change 8% 9% 45% 76% 0% 2%
Year to Date 2009 14,316 255 4,447 83 0 19,101
Year to Date 2008 17,212 269 3,528 67 1 21,077
Percentage Change ~17% 5% 26% 24% 0% -9%
Business Checks SPR Service Calls | Total Services
Tract 1:
Breach inlet to 10th Ave 149 125 309 583
Tract 2:
Ocean Blvd to JC Long to 14th Ave 275 89 146 510
Tract 3:
10th Ave North to 21st Ave South 242 59 240 541
Tract 4:
21st Ave North to 31st Ave South 90 40 199 329
Tract 5:
31st Ave North to 41st Ave South 10 87 209 306
Tract 6:
Forest Trail 7 102 -90 19
Tract 7:
41st Ave North to 57th Ave 186 391 204 781
Tract 8:
Wild Dunes 72 100 169 331
Tract 9:
IOP Connector 12 0 87 99
Tract 10:
County Park 1 0 0 1
Tract 99:
Off Island 2 0 55 57
Totals: 1046 993 1518 3557




Isle of Palms Police Department Officer Activity

May 2009

May May Percentage || Year To Date| Year To Date| Percentage

2009 2008 Change 2009 2008 Change
Service Calls 1518 1915 21% 5738 7242 -21%
Building Checks 1046 1192 -12% 4672 6397 -27%
SPR'S 993 748 33% 3906 3573 9%
Traffic Stops 216 362 -40% 1145 1815 -37%
Traffic Stops w/Tickets 80 123 -35% 370 534 -31%
% Traffic Stops w/Tickets 37% 34% 9% 32% 29% 10%
DUI Tickets 0 5 -100% 16 23 -30%
DUS Tickets 1 14 -93% 12 36 -67%
Speeding Tickets 47 59 -20% 204 160 28%
Other Traffic Tickets 63 117 -46% 306 567 -46%
Non Traffic Tickets 3 32 -91% 156 117 33%
Parking Tickets 880 366 140% 1428 788 81%

Littering Tickets 0 1 -100% 5 5 0%

City Tickets 26 29 -10% 138 124 11%
Warning Tickets 75 31 142% 395 347 14%




Connector Calls For Service
May 2009

The Isle of Palms Police Department has responded to or initiated 99 calls involving
minutes, or man hours for the month of May 2009. The following table
breaks down the type, number and time element of each call on the connector.

Calls Calls Arrests Arrests Minutes Minutes Avg. Minutes Avg. Minutes
May Year To Date May Year to Date May Year To Date May Year To Date
Accidents 8 12 0 0 262.83 534.04 33 45
Traffic Stops 11 67 2 17 232.28 2563.21 21 38
With Tickets
Traffic Stops 30 119 0 0 222.47 957.66 7 8
Without Tickets
Citizen Assists 20 45 0] 0 230.2 719.02 12 16
Assist Other PD 1 1 0 0 57 57 57 57
Miscellaneous 29 90 0 1 629.72 1240.21 22 14
Totals 99 334 2 18 1635 6071 17 18
IMay-08 102 433 11 33 1825 7843 18 18
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Isle of Palms Police Department Monthly Report

May 2009
ARREST SUMMARY
Type May 2009 Total 2009 May 2008 Total 2008
Adults Male | 20 |Female | 6 |Male| 174 |Female | 64 |Male | 55 |Female | 19 [Male | 195 |Female 90
Juveniles Male| 1 |Female | 0 |Male| 7 |Female | 1 |Male| O [Female | O [Male | 6 |Female 8
Narc-Adults Male| 0 |Female | 0 |Male| 6 |Female | O |Male| 1 |Female | O (Male | 9 |Female 3
Narc-Juveniles Male| O |Female | O |Male| 2 |Female | O [Male | O |Female | O |Male | 1 |Female 0
TOTALS: Male| 21 [Female | 6 [Male|189{Female | 65 |Male | 56 |Female | 19 |Male |211|Female | 101
PROPERTY VALUES REPORTED
Type May 2009 Total 2009 May 2008 Total 2008
Burglary Stolen $8,500.00 $28,111.00 $23,585.00 $57,559.00
Larceny Stolen $27,814.00 $53,969.00 $24,977.00 $115,388.00
Criminal Damage $3,580.00 $12,209.00 $5,220.00 $12,245.00
MVT Stolen $4,000.00 $51,000.00 $0.00 $26,100.00
Robbery Stolen $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Burglary Recovered $100.00 $4,231.00 $0.00 $10,275.00
Larceny Recovered $1,400.00 $2,480.00 $4,251.00 $18,440.00
Criminal Damage Recovered $150.00 $150.00 $0.00 $0.00
MVT Recovered $0.00 $46,900.00 $0.00 $20,000.00
Robbery Recovered $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total Stolen $40,314.00 $133,080.00 $48,562.00 $199,047.00
Total Recovered $1,650.00 $53,761.00 $4,251.00 $48,715.00
Totai Seized $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
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Isle of Palms Police Department Animal Control Report

May 2009

May-09 2009 May-08 2008

Monthly Yearly Monthly Yearly

Total Total Total Total
Citations 0 13 0 9
Warning Tickets 1 2 0 9
Animals Secured 4 18 30 59
Dogs 4 18 7 31
Cats 0 0 8 9
Raccoons 0 0 13 13
Other* 0 0 2 13
Released to: (Owner, other) 4 16 21 54
Transported to Shuler Vet 0 0 0 4
Transported to Other Vets 0 0 2 5
Transported to SPCA 0 2 9 10
Injured Animals 0 3 3 8
Trapped Animals 0 8 5 9
Cats 0 0 4 4
Raccoons 0 8 0 2
Other ** 0 0 1 3
Dead Animals Removed 22 97 31 93
Traps Set 0 2 12 27

Kennel Fees $0.00 $63.00 $14.00 $63.00
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ISLE OF PALMS
POLICE DEPARTMENT

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION

(CID)

MONTHLY REPORT FOR MAY, 2009

NAME CARRIED | ASSIGNED Total CBA E/C UNF /A Active PROPERTY | WARRANTS | WQOF | REMARKS
OVER RECVD SRVD
Det.Sgt. 2 7 9 2 3 0 0 4 7
Caldwell
Det. Tarr 2 5 7 0 0| 2 |1 4 1
Total 4 11 16 2 3 2 1 8

CBA=Cleared By Arrest E/C=Exceptionally Cleared UNF=Unfounded I/A=Inactivated WOF=Warrants on File

INVESTIGATOR ACTIVITY SPECIFICS

* Detective Sergeant Caldwell conducted seven marijuana analysis examinations.
* Detective Sergeant Caldwell prepared four Weekly Crime Analysis Reports, one Monthly CID
Report, one warrant audit and one evidence room audit.

* Detective Sergeant Caldwell supervised patrol: 6 hours.
* Detective Sergeant Caldwell attended three hours training.
* Detective Sergeant Caldwell and Sergeant Usry traveled to Columbia, SC to serve as Guest Instructors

at the South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy the week of 05/04/09.

* Detective Sergeant Caldwell served as a member of the Police Departments’ Sergeant Promotion Oral
Board.

* Detective Tarr attended 16 hours of Victim Advocate Training in Greenville, S. C.

* ¥ ¥ % X ok

* F % %

Bond Hearings: 48

Preliminary Hearings: 3
Telephone Contacts: 149
Narcotics Laboratory Delivered / Pickup: 3

13

Investigators prepared, obtained and served approximately 30 arrest warrants and affidavits.
Investigators were notified and responded to six crime scenes.
Investigators conducted 12 hours of undercover surveillance/sting operations.
Investigators conducted forensic analysis of evidence from crime scenes for 18 hours.
Investigators worked nine hours of special assignments.

Investigators conducted two hours of community service.

* Grand Jury (# cases presented): 1
* Victim Letters Sent: 101
* Victim Notification: 130



TO: CHIEF BUCKHANNON
FROM: SERGEANT USRY

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: TRAINING REPORT FOR MAY 2009

DATE: JUNE 1, 2009

THE FOLLOWING OFFICERS/EMPLOYEES RECEIVED TRAINING FOR THE MONTH

OFFICER COURSE DESCRIPTION SCCJA | SATELLITE | INHOUSE

2 Officers Advanced | Basic Instructor Recertification 64

2 Officers Acadermy | Basic Law Enforoement Certification 216

TOTAL 280 o 0 0
TOTAL OFFICER HOURS: 280

EMPLOYEE COURSE |DESCRIPTION SCCJA [SATELLITE IN HOUSE

TOTAL 0 0 0 0
TOTAL EMPLOYEE HOURS:
SCCJA |[SATELLITE |[INHOUSE

PREMOUS REPCRT TOTALS 464 24 83 4

THIS MONTH TOTALS 280 0 0 0

YEAR TO DATE TOTALS: 744 24 83 44

DEPARTMENT HOURS YEAR TODATE:




ISLE OF PALMS
POLICE DEPARTMENT

May 2009 Livability Services

Island |Rental Long| Rental Short Rental Short | Rental Owner
Resident Term Term/By Agency Term/By Owner| Occupied Total
Noise Violation - Founded 5 0 11 4 0 20
Noise Violation - Unfounded 2 0 3 0 0 5
Garbage Can Violation - Violation /
Letter 7 0 8 2 0 17
Overnight Occupancy Violation 0 0 1 0 0 1
Overnight Veh Capacity Violation 0 0 2 0 0 2
Over 40 Tenants Violation 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oversize Vehicle in SR1 District 0 0 0 0 0 0
Totals 14 0 25 6 0 45
Citations Issued: Warnings Tickets
Garbage Cans 17 0
Business License Violations 0 2
Noise 23 2
Underage party 0 0
Vehicle Capacity Violation 0 1
Occupancy Violation 0 1
Abandoned Property - Beach 28 1
Fireworks 0 0
Totals: 68 7
Other Calls Related to Rentals:
Burglary 3
Fire / Smoke 1
Trespass 2
Business License Checks 3
Alarm 2
Assault 1
Vandalism 1
Larceny 4
Unsecure Building 2
Totals: 19
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CITY OF ISLE OF PALMS
Daily Average for May by Year

Incoming Traffic
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2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009
| —e—Breach Inlet 4,803 | 4,592 | 4,314 | 4,843 | 4,582 | 4,620 | 4,488 | 4,299
—a&— |OP Connector 8,097 | 9,271 | 8,936 |10,353|10,287|10,470| 6,165 {10,510
Combined Incoming Traffic| 12,901 |13,863|13,250|15,195| 14,869 15,090 | 10,653 | 14,809
Year
Outgoing Traffic
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2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009
—e—Breach Inlet 4,655 | 4,559 | 4,116 | 4,732 | 4,843 | 4,964 | 4,703 | 4,553
—=—|OP Connector 8,361 | 9,250 | 8,850 |10,325/10,162[10,319| 5,224 |10,330
Combined Outgoing Traffic( 13,016 (13,809 12,966 | 15,057 | 15,005 | 15,283 | 9,927 | 14,883

Year

Data for 2008 had mechanical problems.




CITY OF ISLE OF PALMS
Memorial Day Weekend Daily by Year

Incoming Traffic
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2002 | 2003 2064 2005 2006 2007 | 2008 | 2009
—e—Breach Inlet 5,692 | 5,071 0 5,469 | 5,286 | 5,031 | 5,280 | 4,920
—#—|OP Connector 11,415/12,611| 0 |11,603]13,574|12,062| 12,062 11,548
Combined Incoming Traffic{ 17,107 { 17,682 0 17,072 18,860 17,093 | 17,342 | 16,468
Year
Outgoing Traffic
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2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 2008 2009
—e—Breach Inlet 5,470 | 5,051 0 5,286 | 6,088 | 5,706 | 5,999 | 5,308
—a—|OP Connector 11,228(12,536) 0 |11,662]13,503}12,327{12,327|11,922
Combined Outgoing Traffic| 16,698/17,587| 0 |16,948|19,591/18,033|18,326|17,230

Year

No Data for 2004
Note: Saturday, Sunday, and Monday
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